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As you rvell know. school u,as dismissed recently becausc of the u.eather. I'd like to
explair.r the process I go through belore that decision is made. First, it is my decision but
I do seek opinions from others belore I make the final decision. Our policv at pVCS
srates that ue are not obligated to follow the decision: of rhe surroundine cotrnties. Thar
is, if cheathan, Davidson. Montgomery. and Robertson countics do dismiss school. we
do not necessarily fbllow suit. In most cases they have to contend with buses as a means
of transporlation u'hich u'e do not. I-lowever. I do have to consider that pvcS does have
students. taculty, and staff from those surrounding counties and n'hile they are not
dependent upou ,s to get them to school. they mav have dilficulty because of the
cor.rditions of the side roads. Each ofthese counties only has to worry about students in
lheir particular count"v. PVCS has to think about all the counties. whul yo, may not
realize is that even when u'c have school rvhcn surounding counties do not, often iimcs
parents still keep children holr]c. pafiicularly in the day care and preschool areas. But
even then. there are some parents u'ho hale students here and in a public school rvl.rich
gives thcrn the problem of lcaving some at home u,hile others go to school. when this
happens it is not uncor.nmon to have only a few cl,ildrer.r bul yet the staff has to be hcre.'l'hat 

becomes a firancial burden on our part by l.ravir.rg to pay a stalf to be l.rere fbr onl1, a

ferv students.

Another factor I have to co'rsider is the condition of our parking lot, drive way, and
ramps to the modular br.rildings. If they are urusually icy it becomes a safetv faclor even
if the rlain streets are clear. Knowing teenagers as I do, I fear that some of them who
drir"e r'r'ill .lant to make gamcs out of' driving on the ice ar,d the thougl.rts of someone
being hult because ofteenagc foolishness scares me.

It is ne'cr an easy decisior.r. whatever I decidc, I cannot win. Some will like it: otl.rers
uill rTot. when I do havc to make the decision I'n alr.vays hopeful to be able to make it
the night befbre. This gir.'es parents morc time to make arrangements. To have school
and have to dismiss early is even more chaotic. To wait until the next morning to nrakc a
decision makes it harder on parents to lnake arrangements.

I deeply apologizc fbr anv inconvenierce but I li'e b1' this principle: "l'cl rather be safe
than sorn,."


